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1. Context
 Focus on widening participation, equality and diversity within 

UK HE at UG level since early 1990s

 UK-wide sector increases in proportion of students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds studying an undergraduate 
degree 

 Postgraduate student numbers have grown in the UK and 
across the world in recent years

 Barriers to widening participation to postgraduate study still 
not well understood; and in Scotland in particular there has 
been little investment to tackle that



2. Why it matters
 We want to see equity of access, experience, and outcomes

 Inequality persists - the social class origins of graduates stay with them 
well after graduation

 HEPI have written about the particularly low levels of PG participation from 
‘males from low-participation (disadvantaged) neighbourhoods’ (House, 
2020) . 

 Recent report from the Sutton Trust (Wakeling, 2021) states that funding at 
postgraduate level needs to be reformed while they suggest that there is a 
need to provide regulatory oversight on PG admissions ‘to ensure fair 
access to postgraduate study, as it does at undergraduate level’. 



3. University of Edinburgh context

 Strategic commitment to widening participation across the 
whole student lifecycle 

 Recent successes in undergraduate recruitment of students 
from disadvantaged and underrepresented groups

 Current financial provision is generous for UK domiciled UG 
students from disadvantaged groups/those in financial need

 Increasing demand

 Underrepresentation of Black and Minority ethnic students at 
PGT and PGR level



4. Barriers and challenges

- Financial barriers are considerable

- Postgraduate study is not always seen as a viable or positive 
destination and many graduates from low-income backgrounds 
wish to move into employment rather than go into further study

- Complex and varied application processes

- Lack of regulation and data 

Table 1: Total loan available by UK funding bodies in 2021 
 

Student Finance England  up to £11,570 for PG study 

Students Award Agency for Scotland up to £10,000 for PG study 

Student Finance Wales up to £18,025 for PG study 

Student Finance Northern Ireland up to £5,500 for PG study 

 



5. What does widening access at postgraduate 
level look like in practical terms? (or what are the 
conditions needed for PGT WP to thrive)

Attraction, Conversion & Transition

- Proactive approach to identifying students pre-application and during 
application process (internally and externally)

- Scholarships scheme (clear process)

- Finance IAG

Positive on course experience

- Mentoring

- Scholarships support

- Careers support 

Other Infrastructure

Scholarships management, data and systems



7. Good practice and research

 Scholarship schemes

University of Sheffield, London School of Economics, University of 
Cambridge, University of Edinburgh

 Summer School schemes

University of Oxford

 UK-wide working groups - NEON Postgraduate WP working group

 Research/reports

Paul Wakeling and José Luis Mateos-González (2021), Inequality In The 
Highest Degree? Postgraduates, prices and participation. The Sutton Trust. 

Peter Scott’s (the Commissioner for Fair Access in Scotland) January 2020 
report Access to postgraduate study



Questions?

What are your institutional challenges in terms of 

widening access at PG level?

How do colleagues go about identifying, admitting and 

supporting WP PGT students?


